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A New Vision of the Pluralism of the Symbol's Meaning in Coptic Christian Art (An
Analytical Artistic Study Applied to Selected Models)
Essam Ahmed Adam
Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities, New Valley, Egypt
Abstract
Coptic Christian art relied on a collection of symbols quoted from its previous and contemporary arts,
derived from the surrounding environment, and taken from the Bible's texts, until one of its most
important features became symbolic art, although many of the arts had pluralism in the meaning of a
single symbol, what was unique to pluralism in Christian art, it was not a pluralism based on
succession of times and diversity of beliefs -- just like in the other arts — only, it was a simultaneously
multiplicity, and we find a certain symbol carried out on more than one artwork simultaneously and in
one place, yet its meaning differs in each artwork from the other. So, the research entitled A new
vision of the pluralism of the symbol's meaning in Coptic Christian art an analytical technical study
applied to selected models; to address that important issue, and to eliminate many of the problems
related to that topic. The study followed the analytical descriptive curriculum to identify the pluralism
of the symbol in Coptic Christian art, thus adding a new vision for Coptic art scholars and its various
symbols and connotations.
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