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A study of Four Unpublished Vessels in the form of the God “Bes” at
Saqgara.

Hamdy Ahmed EI-Sorogy

Lecturer of Ancient Egyptian Archaeology, Archaeology Department, Faculty of Arts, Tanta
University, Egypt.

Abstract

The god "Bes" is one of the famous popular deities that was widely accepted and spread among all
classes of ancient Egyptian society, due to his unconventional appearance, the origin of which was the
subject of much controversy. This deity, who began to appear and spread during the Middle Kingdom,
carried many names and titles, some of which were associated with his characteristics, and others were
added to him through his role in the ancient Egyptian religion. Over time, his popularity increased, and
he became widely known during the New Kingdom, extending to the Late Period and reaching the
Ptolemaic and Roman eras. As a result, "Bes" became part of many tools, including seats, headrests,
boxes, and tools used in cosmetics, such as combs, kohl boxes, and mirrors. However, pots had the
largest share. Since the New Kingdom, a large number of vessels have appeared that were depicted in
the form of the god "Bes" and were designated for storing liquids such as water, milk, wine and liquor.
These vessels widely spread, and their shapes developed during the late period, to the point that some
people studied them and classified them into six main types. During this research, we will try to shed
light on four previously unpublished vessels that were discovered in Saggara and date back to the late
period, three of which belong to the same type, while the fourth vessel is considered to have a new and
unique form, and similar examples have not been discussed before.
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