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Abstract

This research paper presents a comparative study of the coinage of Queen Arsinoe 1l (316—-270 BCE)
and Queen Cleopatra VIl (69-30 BCE) during the Ptolemaic era in Egypt, with a particular focus on
their coinage, which differed significantly due to the contrasting historical contexts in which they
ruled. Both queens employed coinage as a political, economic, and propagandistic tool, yet each
followed a distinct strategy: Arsinoe Il adopted a stable monetary policy under relatively stable
conditions, while Cleopatra VII employed a more flexible approach to adapt to external challenges
and pursue specific political goals. The study highlights the factors that influenced the minting of
these coins, such as economic conditions and foreign relations, and compiles data on all coin types
issued during their reigns. It explores how coinage served as an instrument for consolidating their
power and strengthening Egypt’s economy. The analysis also identifies the differences in the
monetary policies of the two queens by examining similarities and contrasts in coin design,
inscriptions, and circulation. The study is structured around four key elements: the content of the coin,
its description, the inscriptions or imagery it bears, and analytical interpretation
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