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The Silver Damma Type in Sind during the Reign of ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-
‘Aziz al-Habbari (240-270 AH / 855-884 AD)

Dr. Hagag Ahmed Said Ahmed
Islamic Archaeology Department, Faculty of Archaeology, Qena, Egypt

Abstract

This study examines a silver coinage type attributed to Emir ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd al-"Aziz al-
Habbari in the region of Sind during the period (240-270 AH / 855-884 AD). The research aims to
shed light on the monetary system of the Habbarid state in Sind during this era—an important and
strategically significant province in the Islamic world, located on its eastern frontier far from the
Abbasid caliphal center in Baghdad.

Emir ‘Umar al-HabbarT undertook the mission of spreading Islam in the Indian subcontinent
and made the city of al-Manstira his capital and the base of his rule. The study focuses in particular on
a silver coin denomination known as the damma, a local currency that has received little attention in
Islamic numismatic scholarship despite its importance for understanding the political, religious, and
economic context of the period.

The inscriptions on these coins clearly reflect their local character and provide reliable and
detailed information relevant to the history of Islam in this region. The damma was one of the
principal silver coin types circulating locally in Sind since the Umayyad period. It was reissued during
the Abbasid era, bearing propagandistic inscriptions in support of Emir ‘Umar al-Habbari. The coin
weighed approximately one-sixth of a dirham, equivalent to about half a gram.
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